attached to us unto all eternity. What a height of foolishness this is!
These very same loved ones may be wrenched away from us any
moment. Friends, supposing one of you were enacting the role today of
Rama, with a lady acting alongside as Sita. As Rama, you are required
to love Sita dearly, aren'tyou? Butthis lady will act as your wife only as
long as the curtain is up. The minute the curtain falls, she ceases to be
your wife and any overture on your part will only meet with a rebuff.
Children, it is the same with life. The wife in this birth may be your
sister in the next or even an utter stranger; you may never even meet
her again after this life. The parents you respect and obey, the children
you dote upon, where will they all be in the nexty'tfflwa? The chances
are very rare that you will be bound together again in a similar relationship.
Why, even when you die and are taken to the cremation ground, your
near and dear will accompany your body, weeping and sobbing, up to
the cremation ground only . But who will accompany your soul on its
journey into the next world? No one. All these loved ones, those dear
ones are left behind sobbing, in the burial ground and you have to proceed
alone. At that time, who comes to you, who comforts and guides you
and lifts you out of your dazed, bewildered state? God and God alone.
He is the only Reality, both in this world and in the next, in this life and
in all the lives to follow. All others are stage actors, vague, shadowy
figures, here one moment, gone the next.
And what about all the money you have stowed away in the bank?
The jewels in you locker, your spacious 'five bedroomed-bath attached'
house with its lush green lawns, your costly silks and velvets? Are you
taking these along with you? Friends, let me hasten to tell you that all
you will be taking with you from this world to the next are the fruits of
your deeds and actions, whether good or bad. Your karma alone will
accompany you into your next birth, the credits and the debits of your
present deeds and misdeeds.
When you die and are born again, you will not come into the world
wearing the diamond necklace you had left behind in the precious birth,
but you are born wearing the 'karma kantamala' that is, you carry
over the fruits of your actions with you to your next birth. That is the
only mala or necklace you are born with.
"So friends, why do you weep and slave for family and wealth?
Why are you so sunk in attachment towards them? You must do your
duty towards your family; love and cherish them. It is true, but why do
you get so totally involved with and engrossed in them, that you lose
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